
Bequests
The next generation should  
be able to see this...

The secret to  
eternal wildlife.



Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners and Country

The Foundation for Australia’s Most Endangered Species Ltd (FAME) acknowledges the traditional owners  
of country throughout Australia and their continuing connection to land, sea and community.

We pay our respects to them and their cultures and to their elders both past and present.

...not this.

Leave your legacy through a bequest so generations 
to come are able to experience Australian fauna 

and flora in their natural habitats.
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Leave your legacy with FAME
A gift in your will (or Bequest) that benefits a cause you  
care about deeply is one of the best legacies you  
can provide.

We all wish for a long and healthy life, but none of us 
knows what the future will bring. One thing we do know 
is that many of Australia’s unique plants and animals will 
be lost to the world forever unless we work together to 
do something about it. Your Bequest to the Foundation 
for Australia’s Most Endangered Species (FAME) Ltd will 
enable us to respond into the future to the urgent needs 
of Australian endangered species to save them from 
extinction.

People making bequests to FAME sometimes tell us 
they have included a gift in their will to memorialise 
their family name, their parents or another loved one. 
However, people making such bequests have all also 
chosen to help the natural environment – its biodiversity 
and ecological systems as a whole – to safeguard it for 
now, and into the future. 

This is their legacy.

 

Leaving a Bequest to FAME
FAME’s vision is to prevent any further extinctions of 
Australia’s flora and fauna. Stopping extinctions will 
ensure that future generations, your children and 
grandchildren, will not have to view Australian fauna 
behind glass in a natural history museum. They will be 
able to see plants and animals living in their natural 
habitats.

Many of FAME’s projects are aimed at native species 
‘on the brink’ of extinction. Like the Thylacine before 
them, these native species often have little chance of 
survival and face the possibility of extinction.

The Foundation for Australia’s Most Endangered 
Species Limited (FAME) is dedicated to pushing back 
the staggering reality of endemic flora and fauna 
species extinctions occurring around Australia. It 
proudly focusses on projects conserving endangered 
species that, with the proper effort and conservation 
plan, have a high chance of success.

Over 25 years our strong track record of success 
is in essence a result of our careful research, good 
governance and extensive knowledge of conservation. 
In all, FAME has funded over 30 projects in the past 25 
years. An incredible feat for such an agile company 
that continues to strengthen. There is so much more to 
do; our work may never be done.

FAME is a very practical organisation and collaborates 
with the private sector, public sector and not-for-profit 
enterprises to achieve the best possible results. Project 
partners are generally experts – the Foundation leaves 
the on-ground efforts to them while the Foundation 
backs them financially and provides support which 
would not otherwise be available.

A Bequest enables FAME to plan to help our precious 
native plants and animals. Funds from bequests 
are held in the Foundation’s Investment Fund and 
applied thoughtfully to different areas where there 
is a conservation need, or alternately, to a project 
nominated in your Will.

Your Bequest, be it small, medium or large, to the 
Foundation will significantly strengthen the longevity 
and impact of FAME’s work.

Bequests

Leaving a Bequest - getting started
A Bequest simply means you include FAME as one  
of the beneficiaries in your Will.

Your solicitor can advise you about drafting an 
appropriate will from scratch or advise whether a 
Codicil, or addition to an existing Will, is appropriate.

We encourage you to seek legal advice from a solicitor 
with expertise in estate planning. 

It is possible to specify that a Bequest be used for a 
particular purpose. However, priorities change over 
time, and it may be wise to request that the Board 
of FAME direct your gift to the area of greatest need 
when your gift becomes available.

There are many ways you can make a bequest in your 
will to FAME:

• a residual gift which is a share or whole of your 
estate after providing for family and friends,

• a percentage of the overall value of your estate 
which allows for growth or depreciation in the value 
of your estate,

• a specified sum of cash. However, this does not 
allow for changes of circumstance or inflation, or

• a gift of real estate, stocks, bonds, shares, artwork, 
jewellery etc. 

Note: Acceptances of gifts in this category are subject 

to FAME’s bequest policy.

“How could I look my 
grandchildren in the eye 
and say I knew what 
was happening to the 
world and did nothing.”

David Attenborough

Southern Bell Frog
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“It takes a noble man to 
plant a seed for a tree 
that will someday give 
shade to people he may 
never meet.”

D. Elton Trueblood
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Wording your will
According to your personal situation and your wishes 
for your legacy, the following wording could be used 
when including FAME in your will. 

“I leave to the Foundation for Australia’s Most 
Endangered Species Limited (ABN 79 154 823 579), 
free of all duties:

• All my residual estate (OR) 

• _____% (percentage) of my residual estate (OR) 

• The sum of $_______ (OR) 

• Nominated specific assets 

to be applied for the purpose of saving Australian 
native wildlife from extinction OR for the purpose of 
______________[specify). I declare that the receipt by 
a Director or the Chief Executive Officer of FAME Ltd will 
be a sufficient discharge to my executor(s) who will not 
be bound to see the application of this gift.” 

Preparing a will
During the making of your will, we suggest you:

• obtain the consent of a trusted person to be the 
executor of your will,

• discuss your decisions regarding bequests outside 
the family with your executor, if appropriate,

• tell your family about your intentions to avoid 
misunderstandings later, and

• identify specific assets and possessions you want to 
give to particular beneficiaries.

Changing a will
Wills should be reviewed from time to time, and if 
necessary updated. Making changes is easy and 
inexpensive. 

Useful Information
If you are aged over 18 and you do not currently have 
a will, please make one to ensure your wish to support 
native wildlife becomes a reality. Should you pass 
away intestate (without a will), the court will appoint 
an executor to administer your estate and the State 
Government will determine how it is to be distributed.  

The Foundation’s Legal  
and Tax Status
The Foundation for Australia’s Most Endangered 
Species Limited (FAME) is an Australian company 
limited by guarantee and is registered with the 
Commonwealth Government. FAME is regulated by 
ASIC, the ATO and the Australian Charities and Not-for 
Profits Commission (ACNC).

Donations are received into FAME’s Gift Fund, a 
public fund listed on the Register of Environmental 
Organisations under item 6.1.1 of sub section 30-55(1) of 
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Thank you – your legacy to FAME will 
make a difference.
We want you to know that FAME will always respect 
your privacy. FAME recognises and appreciates that 
your will is completely personal to you. If convenient, 
please let us know if you have decided to leave a 
legacy to FAME.

If you would like further information, please contact 
our Chief Executive Officer, Tracy McNamara, for a 
confidential discussion or talk to your solicitor.

As always, all conversations about your will will be 
treated in the strictest confidence and at any time you 
have the absolute right to change your mind about a 
gift in your will to FAME.

“Look deep into Nature. 
You will understand 
everything better.”

Albert Einstein

Koala

Native Orchid
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As we grow older, we think of the future years that our 

families will enjoy after we have parted from this Earth. 

Our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

are the ones I hope will be able to enjoy our special 

Australian bush and its unique fauna and flora from 

kangaroos to the small native mice, and from towering 

eucalypts to tiny ground orchids. 

I hope we can succeed in keeping viable native 

communities living in their special environments.

I’m concerned my grandchildren won’t grow up to enjoy 

native wildlife in its natural habitat like I did as a child.

I grew up near the Murray River, a playground in the 

mallee bush complete with many swimming pools in 

the river. I fear future generations will lose the joy of a 

childhood spent in nature. 

I married a farm worker, then we managed to buy our 

first farm. Over the years we bought rundown farms, 

improved them and then sold them to buy bigger farms. 

Weeds were always the biggest problem and in the 

early 1980s the management of the weeds became a 

bigger problem for production. However, I also became 

aware of the impact weeds were making on our native 

bush and individual species. Many affected the survival 

of our native animals, especially the smaller species. 

My years on the SA Greening Australia Board built up 

my knowledge of our flora and then my introduction 

to FAME and service on the Board advanced my 

knowledge of our fauna. 

I am confident that FAME will continue in the future 

to save and care for our special native plants and 

animals. I am supporting FAME in my Will and I ask you 

to consider to do so too.

Margaret Wilksch, OAM

“

An impactful legacy - Dr Kwok Paul (Poh) Lee

Dr Lee was a practising Orthodontist in South Perth 
until the last year of his life. His great loves, apart 
from his profession, were his Citroen, his Siamese 
cats, cooking and the Australian bush. Paul was 
deeply committed environmentally and lived his life 
true to his beliefs. He enjoyed several bush walks 
through Karijini National Park (Western Australia) 
and the Ikara-Flinders Ranges (South Australia).

 
In 2017 and 2018 the Foundation was a recipient from 
the late Dr Lee whose legacy allowed the Company to 
increase its Capital Reserve Fund and provide long-term 
stability. The overarching goal of this Fund is to build 
enough capital to enable the Foundation’s operational 
expenses to be covered by its annual return. By building 
this Fund, and through Dr Lee’s legacy, the Foundation 
aspires to eventually be able to allocate 100% of monies 
donated to FAME to native wildlife conservation projects.

Long Nosed Potoroo
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T 08 8374 1744 
E fame@fame.org.au

Level 1, 47 Tynte Street 
North Adelaide 5006, SA 
ABN 79 154 823 579

 
fame.org.au

Disclaimer

The information contained in this brochure is provided as a general guide only. You are strongly advised to 
obtain legal and accounting advice prior to making or changing your Will to ensure that your specific wishes and 
circumstances are taken into the account. The Foundation shall not be responsible for any loss or damage incurred 
by relying on the information provided. 


