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Vision, Mission
& Core Values

Vision

Core Values

Our vision is to prevent
any further extinction of
Australian flora and fauna.

• Commit to conservation

and environmental issues.

• Embrace open

transparency at all times.

Mission
FAME is the only
organisation dedicated to
helping Australian species
most at risk of extinction.
FAME seeks to fund
on-ground conservation
outcomes with a focus
on seed-funding and
innovation.
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• Display strong, clear

corporate governance.

• Maintain inclusiveness
with all stakeholders
and donors.

• Respect the culture of

Indigenous Australians.

Board
Members

Tasmanian Devil
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(for the year ended 30 June 2017)

Directors
Chris Chapman
President
Tim Rogers
Deputy President
Diana Beal
Finance Director

Bruce Jackson
Peter Kay
Margaret Wilksch,
OAM
Michael J Willson,
AM KSJ

Elizabeth Davis
Fred Ford
John Hender

Management
Tracy McNamara
Chief Executive Officer

Angela Richardson
Finance Manager
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Current Projects

Feral Cats
Safeguarding our fauna
from feral cats.
(Australia)

PhD
Supporting a PhD research
study for the conservation of
Australian wildlife.
(Australia)

Numbat
Protecting the last
remaining wild populations
of Numbats.
(Dryandra, WA)
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Western
Quoll

Brush-tailed
Possum

The re-introduction of the
Western Quoll into the
Inkara-Flinders Ranges
National Park.
(Flinders Ranges, SA)

The re-introduction of the
Brush-tailed Possum into
the Inkara-Flinders Ranges
National Park.
(Flinders Ranges, SA)

*Projects are a general indication of geographical locations only.

Project Wild_
Creating awareness of the
plight of Australia’s Most
Endangered.
(Queensland)

Long-nosed
Potoroo
Build a robust insurance
population of the
Long-nosed Potoroo.
(Barrington Tops, NSW)

Eastern
Bettong
Build a robust insurance
population of the Eastern
Bettong.
(Barrington Tops, NSW)

Southern
Brown
Bandicoot
Build a robust insurance
population of the Southern
Brown Bandicoot.
(Barrington Tops, NSW)

Tasmanian
Devil
Saving the Tasmanian Devil
from extinction.
(Barrington Tops, NSW)
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Chairman’s Report

Fellow FAME Conservationists: while the year before
last was very challenging, I’m pleased to report
that last year, under the direction of your Board and
the excellent management of FAME’s new CEO,
Ms Tracy McNamara, the Company has made
significant, important progress in achieving its mission
of undertaking native wildlife conservation (NWC).
As we all know, there are a number of organisations
in Australia focused on NWC. Some are excellent and
acknowledged by FAME, such as Australian Wildlife
Conservancy (today successfully managing feral-free
sanctuaries established by Earth Sanctuaries with funds
from ESL’s shareholders and FAME donors), Bush Heritage,
Devil Ark, to name only a few. Unfortunately there are
other organisations collecting money from the public
under false pretences with little or nil investment in NWC.
I encourage you to choose carefully which organisations
you will support with your donations and your bequests.
In 2016/17 FAME has allocated monies received as follows:

•
•

80% of all monies received invested
back into conservation projects.
20% of all monies received spent on
administration and fundraising (e.g. fundraising,
accounting, legal compliance with ASIC/
ACNC requirements and the like).

Your Board is proud of this outcome and thanks
the CEO for this achievement. Projects for
the fiscal year of significance include:
1. South Australian Western Quoll and Brush-tailed
Possum Project: involving their re-introduction
to the South Australian Ikara-Flinder’s Ranges
National Park in partnership with the SA Department
of Environment, Water and Natural Resources
(DEWNR) and WA Department of Parks and Wildlife
(DPaW). This Project’s managers advise promising
progress, which is better than expected.
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2. National Cat Management: FAME, in conjuction
with the Ian Potter Foundation, invested funds into
the Optimising Felixer, a feral cat management
device developed by Dr John Read. The
investment has seen the a new prototype
version developed and performing well.
3. New South Wales Devil Ark Project: now being
incorporated into a much bigger project called
Aussie Ark, focused on saving six endangered
NSW species, in addition to the Tasmanian Devil.
These species will be bred in feral-free areas,
in a semi-wild environment as an insurance
population with the hope of eventual release.
4. Western Australian Numbats Project: The Board
also agreed to invest in a ground-breaking project,
partnering with the Australian Government to
save the Western Australian Numbat. Your Board
is investing in a project in the Dryandra Woodland
(SE of Perth) in partnership with the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBC&A)
involving persons who can provide dogs trained
to locate feral cats in three national parks for
professional euthanasia, on a cost-effective basis.
Bequests: these are a significant source of funds that
assist FAME deliver on its mission of NWC. FAME has
recently received a significant gift from the estate of
the late Dr Lee. Please consider FAME for a bequest
when you are preparing or updating your will.
If you’d like to provide a gift in your will to FAME or, if
you already have a will, please consider executing a
codicil to your existing will, to leave a gift to FAME, to
assist it maintain its support for NWC projects after you
have left us. If you’d like professional assistance making
a gift in your will or in the preparation of a codicil to
your already existing will, please contact the CEO,
Ms Tracy McNamara by email at: tracy.mcnamara@
fame.org.au or by telephone at: 08 8374 1744 who
will arrange that assistance at no cost to you.

Shares listed on the Australian Stock Exchange: many
of FAME’s donors hold listed equities. The FAME Board has
developed a process to enable you to pledge the income
and/or the capital gain from a parcel of your shares while
you retain full ownership and control of those shares. You
will receive from FAME an income tax-deductible receipt
for each donation. If you’d like to consider this proposal
please contact the CEO, Ms Tracy McNamara by email
at: tracy.macnamara@fame.org.au or by telephone at:
08 8374 1744 and request FAME’s “Agreement to Donate
Returns from Shares to FAME” form. Some of FAME’s
directors are already participating in this arrangement.
Native Wildlife Conservation (NWC) ideas and
suggestions: as a FAME stakeholder you are obviously
passionate about NWC. Your Board welcomes your
suggestions on NWC issues of concern to you. Of
course it’s not possible to act on all suggestions, but
as your issues of concern and possible solutions are
of interest to your Board, please share them with your
Board via the CEO at: tracy.mcnamara@fame.org.au
Your Board is consciously targeting NWC projects
that result in multiple native species benefiting
from FAME’s investment of its limited funds.
For example; the WA Numbat Project in the Dryandra
Woodland is made up of scattered blocks amongst
agricultural land; it totals in size at 28k hectares
and consists of jarrah forest, tall open eucalyptus
woodlands and low, dense heathlands with over 500
native plant species. Dryandra also supports a rich
assemblage of native fauna. This native fauna has
been adversely impacted by extensive land clearing
and exotic, feral pest species, in particular feral cats.
Although the Numbat (Walpurti) (Banded Anteater) is
the primary name allocated to this project, there are 14
other threatened native species that will be collateral
beneficiaries should this project prove successful. These
species include: Woyle (Brush-tailed Bettong), Chuditch
(Western Quoll), Quenda (Southern Brown Bandicoot),
Malleefowl, Kenngoor (Red-tailed Phascogale), Lesser
Stick-nest Rat, Carnaby’s Cockatoo, Western Spiny-tailed
Skink, Western Mouse, Tammar Wallaby.

of six NSW endangered mammals alongside the
successful insurance population of Tasmanian Devils.
These include the Eastern Quoll, Brush-tailed Rock
Wallaby, Long-nosed Potoroo, Southern Brown
Bandicoot, Rufus Bettong and Parma Wallaby. Those
insurance populations will be suitable for translocation
to other sites in NSW for re-wilding, under the oversight
of NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.
FAME was a founding partner of Devil Ark, which
has a breeding population of Devils free from facial
tumour disease. From this population, 40 Tasmanian
Devils have been reintroduced to the wild in Tasmania,
to assist in the re-establishment of the species.
Thank you: FAME is nothing without the
extraordinary effort of many, including:
1. the CEO and staff; FAME does not have a large staff,
the CEO, Tracy McNamara, is the only FT member
of staff. FAME’s staff achieves outstanding results
for the Company. On behalf of the Board and all
stakeholders I sincerely thank them for their efforts.
2. the FAME Board; I thank my fellow directors for their
efforts during the past year. I note that all directors
are volunteers. Albeit as a Board we don’t agree on
all matters before the Board, discussion is conducted
in an open, frank, forthright, courteous manner with
decisions taken by consensus and respected by
all members. I sincerely thank all directors for their
respective contributions in the past financial year,
some provided at short notice and under pressure.

Christopher Chapman
Chairman, FAME Board
November 2017

Aussie Ark/Devil Ark: in the NSW Barrington Tops
(near Scone) where the “Devil Ark”, now “Aussie Ark”,
has been established for over 5 years. Aussie Ark
is a 500 hectare facility in the NSW Central Hunter
Region heavily threatened highland basalt soil habitat
at an elevation of 900-1200 metres, an ecological
area under threat of disappearing permanently.
Aussie Ark is a significant feral-free enclosure dedicated
to establishing, in wild conditions, insurance populations
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CEO Report

This year the Foundation, in alignment with its
Strategic Plan, has grown through an increase in
donor engagement particularly in the area of new
donors cultivation and supporting partners. Due to
this growth, we were able to fund four projects across
Australia whilst continuing our historical commitments
with the reintroduction of the Western Quoll and
Brush-tailed Possum to the Ikara-Flinders Ranges.

This will continue to increase in 2017/18 with funding
to be provided into a research project to ascertain
the effective use of detector dogs in WA to save the
last remaining population of wild Numbats; building
a robust insurance population of three (3) species at
Aussie Ark, with the eventual outcome of rewilding; and
the supporting of a visual project to build awareness
of our precious Australian fauna, to name but a few.

The 2016/17 fiscal year ended with our income of
$672,778.12. Although a loss of $53,767.65 is reflected, the
Board’s commitment to Australian Wildlife Conservation
saw a pecuniary decision made to draw upon investment
funds to support conservation projects not budgeted for
including Optimising Felixer, a Devil Ark campaign and
additional programs supporting the reintroduction project
in the Flinders Ranges in relation to feral cat management.

Our strong track record of success is in essence a result
of our articulate and well-researched analysis, good
governance and extensive knowledge of conservation,
applied to every project presented to the Foundation.

During the fiscal year, we continued our seed-funding
of on-ground conservation projects by supporting
the research in relation to ‘Optimising Felixer’ in
conjunction with the Ian Potter Foundation, a project
with an outcome which will have a major impact on feral
management within Australian Wildlife Conservation. We
also supported the research into feral control through
the use of a population-protecting implant (PPI).
We have come to believe that sadly, there is no point
to it if, shortly after release, the Quoll, Possum or any
endangered species simply becomes prey for a feral
cat. That’s why successful conservation of threatened
native wildlife requires a comprehensive program that
addresses every element of a complex challenge,
including management of feral predators, foxes and cats.
As part of our ongoing commitment to Australian Wildlife
Conservation, FAME continues to support research into
methods that in essence, become important assets
in a toolbox, designed to address this dilemma.
Our core business of supporting conservation of
endangered species continued, and we have provided
support for a range of important and inspiring projects.
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In addition to conservation projects, our milestones
this fiscal year are far spread including:

•
•

Provided funding for the Cane Toad.
Continued financial commitment (in partnership
with the Department of Environment,
Water and Natural Recourses – DEWNR) for the
re-establishment of the Western Quoll and Brushtail
Possum as well as Land Restoration within the
Flinders Ranges – 2016/2017 commitment.
The majority of funds donated to FAME were directed
to these translocations and related activities.

•
•
•
•

Provided fundraising support for the continued
research for feral cat control – Optimising Felixer.
Supported a PhD study into Feral Control Research
through the “use of Toxic Implant against feral cats
to protect reintroduce Australia native fauna”.
Purchased a Spray Coater to enable
effective production on implants.
Devil Ark Crowdfunding campaign
for operational infrastructure.

Bridled Nail-tail Wallaby

On an operational level, the Foundation saw many
changes including a move of premises, audit of our
financial processes to ensure we remain operationally
agile, streamlining of our philanthropic offering by
broadening the scope and capacity for our donors and
stakeholders to engage and support projects from around
the country, and developing a strong marketing and
communications strategy that aligns with the Foundation’s
strategic plan. In addition and with the assistance of
Welbourn O’Brien we reinvigorated our brand to provide
a more contemporary look early in 2017 which included
a new user-friendly website and greater social media
presence to expand our reach and share information
about Australian Wildlife Conservation. We now engage
with thousands of supporters across Australia on four
different platforms. Supporter numbers continue to grow
at a rapid pace, which has seen a correlation with more
donors giving online to the Foundation than ever before.
Since FAME’s establishment in 1993 the majority of
funding has been generously provided by individual
donors. The sum of the impact of this, for the
Foundation, is depicted in the impact statement on
the opposite page. These results would not have been
achieved without the financial support of each and
every single one of you. For that we say thankyou.

I offer my heartfelt thanks to every one of
you, regardless of the size of your gift.
As a general rule around 80% of income for
most Australian non-profits is from individual
donations, and FAME is no exception.
Philanthropy – the generosity of people like you
and me – makes all FAME’s projects possible.
At the core of our mission, we are driven to save
Australia’s precious flora and fauna. As we continue to
create awareness by bringing the fate of these species
to the forefront, we can only hope that the current
state of play improves. By achieving conservation
success, as a community, we can work towards halting
the rate of extinction of Australian flora and fauna.
At FAME, we believe, together, it can be done.
Sincere thanks goes to my trusted
hard-working team – you have continued
this journey with passion, dedication and
persistence. For this I am extremely thankful.
I also gratefully acknowledge the work and support
of the FAME Board, and their continual guidance
and counselling as we build the Foundation and
achieve the goals established in our Strategic Plan.
Finally and most importantly, once again, I would
like to thank all our donors and stakeholders – it
has been a pleasure and a privilege to represent
FAME’s vision and mission on your behalf.

Tracy McNamara
Chief Executive Officer, FAME
November 2017
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Your Impact 2016/17

6

In 2016/2017 you gave

$672,778

Individual donations

2873

An increase of

21.5%

on the previous year

Projects we have funded

Donations received from

5

5 Countries
12

WA
3%

ACT
5%

VIC
25%

Giving by
state in
Australia

TAS
1%

NSW
41%

SA
14%
QLD
11%

Since 1993, with your help we have successfully completed

23 Projects
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Welbourn O’Brien is proudly
associated with FAME, as
we work together toward
sustainable biological diversity.
Numbat

